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Flashback
By Greg Smith

Our flashback photo this month features a 1909 
Holsman Highwheeler. It was pictured during the 
Highwheeler Rally held in Kyneton in 1997. This buggy 
has again recently surfaced and participated in the 
Highwheeler Rally held at Corowa back in April of 
this year. Can anyone shed light on the history of this 
vehicle and maybe some restoration details. It is quite 
a unique vehicle, and I am sure readers will be very 
interested in any details that are forthcoming.

Disappointingly we did not receive any responses 
regarding the Chev roadster that stand in editor, Callum, 
submitted last month. Callum, and his father Brendan, 
went to the trouble to find a photo that was taken back 
in 2003 at the 1 & 2 cylinder rally held in Shepparton. 
The Chev must have been a visitor to the run, so I 
believe someone must have seen this vehicle either 
there or on another run around this period. Please help 
out and provide any relevant information to satisfy 
Callum and Brendan’s efforts. I was on this run in the 
Swift, and it was very well run by Andrew and Frances 
McDougall, but I am unable to recall the visiting Chev. 
There will be many with better memories than me, so it 
is never too late to respond.

MEMBERSHIP
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 
We are excited to welcome the following new 
members:

•	John and Kelly Burke, Nulkaba, NSW, 
Various motor cars and motorcycles as per 
Membership Directory
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Coming Events
8 July 2025 Natter Night - 8pm followed by hot supper 

Guest speakers: Rob Anderson & Michael Holding

12 August 2025 Natter Night -  8pm meeting 

Daryl Meek presents Movie Night - choc tops, popcorn and cinema snacks 
provided 

Major Events
18 - 20 July 2025 RACV Midwinter Rally - Phillip Island

Rally Directors: Ben Alcock & Jerri Lee Miller

12 - 14 September 2025 RACV Pre-1905 Pioneers Run - Ballarat 

Rally Directors: Daryl Meek & Fiona Lane 

15 - 18 October 2025 RACV Veteran Car Club 70th Anniversary Annual Rally - Swan Hill

Rally Directors: Michael and Claudia Holding 

 8 November 2025 70th Anniversary Gala Dinner & Presentation evening - RACV City Club

Contact: Ben Alcock

National Events
5 - 10 October 2025 2025 National Veteran Vehicle Rally - Murray Bridge, SA

Rally Director: Hamish McDonald (E) vccsasecretary@gmail.com

19 - 24 October 2025 National Veteran Motorcycle Rally - Ballarat, VIC

Contact: Murray Wright (E) antiquemcca@gmail.com

19 - 25 April 2026 National 1 & 2 Cylinder Rally - Temora, NSW

https://vvccaact.org.au/temora-national-1-2-cylinder-rally-2026/ 
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President’s Message
By Ben Alcock

At the June Natter Night we were lucky enough to have 
John Stanley as our guest speaker. John spoke about 
Boris Loutzkoy, the forgotten genius of combustion 
engine design. John did his presentation online and 
showed that we can have guest speakers online which 
will help broaden our range of speakers.  

Our July Natter Night will have Rob Anderson and 
Michael Holding talking to us about our online record 
keeping and membership files. We will finish the night 
with a hot supper of apple pie with custard and/or ice 
cream & mulled wine (and tea and coffee).  

Membership renewals are now overdue! Please help 
us by paying your renewal as soon as possible. If you 
have any questions please contact our Registrar, Rob 
Anderson, and he will be happy to help you. 

As always, we are looking for rally directors for next 
year's events. Without rally directors events don’t 
happen so don’t sit on your hands, put them up and 
help out. We will also shortly be starting the call for 
committee positions for the next club year so please 
think about volunteering.

See you at the Midwinter. 

Platinum celebrations, 
Ben Alcock, President – VCCA Vic 

7.00pm -  
Drinks & Nibbles
*Library is Open*

8.00pm -  
Natter Night

NATTER NIGHT

July 8, 2025

What makes What makes 
us tick?us tick?

Presented by 

Rob Anderson & Michael Holding
Come and learn about our progress in moving the VCCA(Vic) 
record keeping and communications into the 21st Century

You will learn about:

“Our Car Club” - Our cloud based Members and Vehicle database

• what it contains

• how it keeps all our club data and history in one safe, easily 
managed place 

• how it supports our club operations & obligations.

“Online Rally Entries and Membership Subscriptions” 
An in-sight into the benefits to Directors and Club Officials 

• Automatic weekly summary and detailed reports for Directors

• Detailed meal listings with dietary requirements for caterers

• Simplified entry processing for Directors

• Simplified receipt and processing of entry fees for the Treasurer

• Simple financial auditing, financial reports and refunds  
(where required)

• Simplified membership renewal processing – Automatic data 
exchange between the Registrar and the Treasurer

Hot supper of apple pie with custard 
and/or ice cream & mulled wine  

(and tea and coffee)
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Editorial
By Greg Smith

Having recently returned from the Northern Tour Rally in 
Far North Queensland, it got me thinking. Could we, in 
the South, run a similar format rally? Perhaps I need to 
give you an explanation of the Northern Tour. (see rally 
report on page 14). It has three different rally directors, 
and it is based in three different areas. The first area 
was at Mackay where we were based, and a three-day 
hub rally took place. It was then a case of two days 
travel to our next base some 300km up the road to Ayr. 
So, the cars were loaded into trailers to get to our next 
base, and people either have time for sightseeing on 
the way or drive directly and have time for maintenance 
or socialising. A further three-day hub rally occurred 
touring the Ayr region before again allowing for a two-
day journey to Atherton, some 450km further North. 
Again, there was the option to take two days or travel 
directly. A three day hub rally again followed. Wonderful 
concept I thought, with three rally directors each 
showing their own areas. The advantages of this are 
that each director only has to organise runs for three 
days, thus not too much work and planning.

I should also mention that pretty much all morning teas, 
and most lunches were self-catered. Quite easy to take 
your own thermos and a biscuit or two for morning tea, 
and either again take your own or visit a bakery or sit in 
at a Pub and dine for lunches, as tour lunch stops were 
always in a town. Therefore, you could have as little or 
as much as you wanted. Again, one less job for the rally 
director to have to organise.

We in Victoria would have to have a bit of a mind set 
change and a step back if we were to go with this 
concept as our rallies are almost “too professional” 
where everything is planned and organised to cater 
for all in its entirety. Perhaps we “over cater” with 
directional signs (which I personally love), special 
printed professional rally books, morning teas, 
lunch and often dinner fully catered for. The tasks 
for rally directors are huge and we even have a very 
professional rally manual containing almost every 
scenario and task required to run a successful event. 
This is a comprehensive document and so much 
work and thought has gone into this publication it 
makes running a rally a step by step procedure. It 
does however make a daunting thought when the new 
rally director sees such an in-depth manual to have to 
wade through and what is required to tackle to make a 
successful rally. I would love to hear other thoughts and 
views regarding our rallies. 

Also, when I was up North for the rally, I had the 
pleasure of talking to Michael Holding on the topic of 
our 70th Anniversary Annual Rally in Swan Hill. One of 
the things we were both very bullish about is the fact 
that we should attempt to get as many of the early 
Veteran vehicles of our club to attend this milestone 
event as possible. 

With this in mind, I have approached several people 
with vehicles which participated in the first and second 
Argus Rally which were held in the January of 1955 and 
1956.

The great news is we already have two confirmed 
that they will definitely be attending the RACV 70th 
Anniversary Rally at Swan Hill. The first was James and 
Kylie Dix who are bringing their c1905 Peugeot Italiana 
all the way from Magnetic Island, Queensland. A huge 
but gratifying commitment and I am so excited to see 
one of my favourite little cars. This car was driven in 
the first Argus event in 1955 by Archie Dix, and the 
amazing thing about this car is that it was purchased 
new by Archie Dix, and it is still in the same family 120 
years later. (See page 14 of the Jan/Feb Brass Notes 
2024 for the full story about this car - fascinating story 
- Ed)

The second to confirm is the 1909 Renault of Max 
Vormister. This car was driven in both the 1955 and 
1956 events then by Ash Dyer. Max of course is 
bringing it all the way from NSW. If these people are 
making the commitment and travelling such long 
distances, perhaps others with vehicles from the early 
rallies can also make the effort.

I will endeavour next month to point out many other 
vehicles that were on the first two rallies and still exist 
here that could possibly also be entrants at this very 
special 70th Anniversary event.

Archie Dix 
getting a 

helping hand 
at the start of 

the 1955 Argus 
Rally in his 

Peugeot Italiana

Ash Dyer 
leaving 

the South 
Melbourne 

Town Hall on 
the Argus Rally
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Front Cover Photograph Details
By Greg Smith

Our front cover photograph was given to me by Peter 
Allen last year at the Bendigo Swap Meet. Since then, 
I have seen it crop up several times on social media 
forums. It is such a wonderful photograph I decided 
to do some further research following a visit to the 
MFB museum I was able to discover further photos 
and information through one of their publications. 
We acknowledge this resource as the source of the 
following information. (MFB. Appliances and vehicles of 
the metropolitan fire brigade Melbourne. 1891-1920)

In MFB history the number of motorised appliances 
after 1910 brought about the demise of the horse-
drawn appliances and the departure of the MFB fire 
horses. The selling of these horses commenced in 1911 
and by 1918 only 12 horses remained on the books 
from a peak of 78. By the start of 1919 all horses had 
been sold, and the MFB was apparently the first major 
fire brigade in the world to be fully motorised. 

At the end of 1920, the MFB vehicle fleet comprised of 
16 hand-drawn hose reels and 74 motorised vehicles. 
Included in the motorised vehicles were the following 
firefighting appliances: - 39 hose carriages, five pumps, 
five tractor-hauled steamers, one chemical engine, 
two turntable ladders, four combination ladders, two 
salvage vans and a collection of sundry cars and 
lorries. 

Argyll salvage van/chemical engine outside Fire Station 38, Cecil 
Street, South Melbourne along with a horse cart, and horse drawn 

steamer which was to be later converted to the motorised Itala 
tractor-hauled steamer.

Itala motorised steamer outside Fire Station 38 in South Melbourne

Our front cover features one of the five tractor-hauled 
steamers. The Itala car was converted to a tractor to 
haul the oil-fired steamer and was designated as, Car 
23. This occurred in July 1914 and was stationed at 
Fire Station 38, at Cecil Street, South Melbourne. All 
work on the conversion was carried out at the MFB 
Workshops.
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Photo Taken in 1910
By Terry Parker

Terry Parker has very kindly provided this image that 
was taken in 1910. It shows six vehicles parked in front 
of Young Bros. Auctioneers at possibly Minyip. Terry 
has given his thoughts to the identity of the vehicles 
from left to right. De Dion Bouton, Star, Cadillac, two 
Talbots, and a Daimler. Can anyone else shed any 
further information on this fabulous photograph? 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Sir, (Greg)

Together with Max Boardman, and with help 
from Robyn and Bill Betts, I ran a “Creepy 
Crawly Run”, that is a rally designed for 
slower, less powerful veteran cars, in the 
Camden / Macarthur area of NSW in 2024. 

Given the positive reaction from those who 
participated I am organising another “Creepy 
Crawly Run” in 2025. This year’s event will 
be held from the afternoon of Friday 22nd 
to Sunday 24th of August in the picturesque 
Southern Highlands region of New South 
Wales. 

It will kick off on Friday afternoon with a 
10.2 km shakedown run to Cecil Hoskins 
Nature Reserve. Saturday, we head to Fitzroy 
Falls and Burrawang, a 57.6 km run with a 
37.6 km shorter option. Sunday, we head to 
Wingello via Bundanoon, a 62.4 km trip with 
50.8 km and 32.5 km options. It is a hub rally 
based at Moss Vale Village Park which has 
over 20 cabins and lots of powered sites. If 
booking a powered site please advise the 
total length, including draw bar, of your van / 
trailer. Some trailer parking is available on site 
in their caravan storage area. 

Please note that this event is specifically 
designed for slow veteran vehicles and, if 
possible, we would encourage you to bring 
that class of vehicle. The roads are neither 
dead flat nor dead straight but are well 
within the capability of early one cylinder 
cars. However, you will most likely need to 
change gear occasionally. The bonus – these 
routes are close to 100% scenic and you’ll 
feel you have driven the car, not just been 
a passenger! Moss Vale Village (Caravan) 
Park is on Willow Drive; Moss Vale and their 
telephone number is (02) 4868 1099. 

If you are interested in taking part in this 
event or just want to be kept informed about 
it, or have any questions, please contact me, 
Doug Fulford, on 0491 721 033, or text me on 
the same number, email me dougfulford97@
gmail.com or snail mail to 430 Calf Farm 
Road, Mount Hunter NSW 2570. 

The entry fee will be minimal, and meals will 
be pay as you go. It would be great if you 
could join us. The event will be held under the 
auspices of the Southeast Australian chapter 
of the Horseless Carriage Club of America. 
All the quoted distances are approximate 
and are for the round trip but be aware that 
routes may be subject to change given road 
conditions or closures prevailing at the time 
of the rally.

Regards Doug Fulford

Membership Subscriptions are now Overdue
By Rob Anderson

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS WERE DUE BY 
30th June. 

Individual hard copy Renewal Notices have been 
distributed to all members who had not renewed before 
then.

While the preferred renewal option is using our 
ON-LINE system, those members who are more 
comfortable with a hard copy can complete the 
Membership Renewal Form and Declaration and pay 
as they have done in the past (EFT, Cheque or Money 
Order).

Please Note:  If you have paid by EFT your renewal 
cannot be updated until we receive your signed 
Renewal Declaration form.  (If you have completed the 
Online Renewal you do not need to return the form.)

Renewal Option 1  Remember if using the hard copy 
renewal option, and paying by EFT, it is still essential 
that you sign and return the Renewal Declaration to the 
Registrar.  Details are on the form.

Renewal Option 2  Alternatively, you can use the On-
Line system and pay by VISA/Mastercard, EFT, cheque 
or money order completing the declaration through the 
On-Line system.

Rob Anderson, 
Registrar
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Commercial Collage
By Greg Smith

Ever since doing the commercial collage column I 
have been dying to show off my absolute favourite 
vehicle. I bet you can see me in the driver’s seat of this 
fabulous fire appliance. And for those of you who are 
not familiar with my priorities and likes in a vehicle this 
one completely ticks most of the boxes. What more 
would you want? Three wheels, tiller steered, piddly 
little 6hp single cylinder, air cooled engine, friction 
drive, squashed together wearing brass helmets and 
even complete with ladder. Turning up to a blaze in this 
would possibly not exude heaps of confidence for the 
victims but it is a fire engine and fire engines put out 
fires, don’t they?

This is a Girling that was made in the United Kingdom 
and unfortunately lasted just two years. They were 
produced between 1912 and 1914. (probably not many). 

From the research I was able to do on this particular 
fire appliance, it was loaned to the fire brigade as a 
demonstration car No. 1 to show how good and useful 
this type of vehicle would be to the fire department. 
Perhaps the demonstration vehicle just didn’t quite 
live up to the expectations that the Girling Motor car 
company had thought it would exhibit, as I believe that 
not a single order of a Girling was forthcoming.

The only surviving Girling I know of is in Queensland. I 
am sure someone else will know about this vehicle. If 
so, I would love to get the details. Maybe then, I should 
head North and see if it is available. Then I could 
convert it to one of these brilliant Fire Appliances!
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Electric Illuminations
By Bob Ausburn

VETERAN ELECTRIC CARS IN AUSTRALIA

Bob Ausburn brings us the fifth electric vehicle for his 
register of the known electric vehicles in Australia - Ed

This 1917 Detroit was owned by Mike Shepard who 
imported it and was with the Gippsland Collectors 
Group at Maffra. It has since passed to his daughter 
Deborah Napier of the WA Veteran and Classic Motor 
Club in Bindoon, and it is currently being prepared for 
registration. This Detroit was returned to the factory in 
1928 to have the roof lowered by a hand span at a time 
when ladies no longer wore the extravagantly large hats 
of the Edwardian Era.
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Cyclecar Corner – Cyclecar Manual
By Graeme Jarrett

The new motoring is a term often used to describe the 
Cyclecar phenomenon that erupted and flourished in 
the early years, 1910-1915. These new motorists were 
largely, I suspect, not wealthy and not experienced 
with the workings of the motor vehicle. Clearly they 
were hungry for help and information for their venturing 
on to the road in their newly acquired Cyclecar. Some 
machines being offered in the early years were, by the 
very nature of their design and construction, potentially 
troublesome.

Temple Press, at that time, did publish books on all 
manner of things, and in particular this book, The 
Cyclecar Manual – this one is the Second Edition circa 
1913. These, like this one, were published in A5 format.

As well as being useful to the very early motorist it has 
been helpful in more recent years to those who might 
own a vehicle featured in the pages of this and other 
early books on motoring. The illustrations are helpful in 
better understanding details, particularly mechanical. 
My GN Cyclecar is missing the clutch assembly and the 
photos of it in this book are helpful.

This particular volume contained approximately 200 
pages largely consisting of slightly simplistic (but 
helpful) information on vehicle maintenance, the road 
law and advertisements for Cyclecars and some Light 
Cars. I am sure it must have been, for the time, a great 
boon, at least, to the virgin motorist.

The images are courtesy Temple Press.

The list of chapters was helpful and also included a very 
comprehensive Index.

These pictorial representations were quite widely used to give 
motorists a better idea of what to expect under the bonnet.

This carbon removal technique 
is well known to most of us, 

however, to the new motorist 
was perhaps a revelation. This 
was something that did require 
relatively constant attention due 

to a lack of upper cylinder oil 
control.

This carburettor needle 
adjustment is graphically 

portrayed here. The writer fails to 
warn the mechanic of the need 

for only little force.
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This carburettor part cutaway is most helpful – even for users today.

This representation of the GWK friction drive system might have given a 
prospective new owner an idea of what lay underneath. The perspective is 

somewhat out of scale, however, you do get the idea.

This representation of the GN clutch has been helpful  
to me.

This representation of a home body using canvas is 
amusing. I do like the unfortunate folds that have yet to be 

made good (if ever).

This simple jack may or may not have been effective with 
the larger Cyclecars or Light cars.
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T Ford Time – Aftermarket Parts
By Graeme Jarrett

The aftermarket products available for the Model T was 
vast and growing at that time. Many of these parts were 
consumables such as brake linings, spark plugs and 
other bits that wore out over time. However there were 
some brave souls who made some engineered parts 
of a higher order to improve the car and some of its 
shortcomings.

Enter Zenas Crabtree, he lived in a town near the Lake 
District, Kendal, England. He had been associated with 
the building of very early cars (namely Victrix) from the 
beginning of the 1900s.

His experience as a pattern maker, and with production 
machining and ‘can do’ approach to the motor car and 
its workings made him an innovator. He put his mind 
to doing things with a Model T that many may have 
thought to do but didn’t get around to it.

Zenas also made brake parts for the Model T. 
Apparently the original brake shoes from Ford were 
prone to failure, or perhaps a short lifespan, and so a 
new design was manufactured. Refer photo below.

Accreditation: - A Westmoreland Garage – a history of 
the career and business activities of Zenas Crabtree, 
Kendal, England.

This is Zenas with his family outside their home in Kendal. They are 
aboard their Indian Motorcycle with sidecar – a 1913 7/9hp model.

This Model T is shown in extended chassis format using Zenas 
Crabtree’s two speed additional gearbox and the chassis extensions. 

The body is by Motor Car Industries, Kilburn, London.

This is one of his improved brake shoes for the Model T made by 
Zenas Crabtree.

This two speed supplementary gearbox is shown as attached as an 
add-on to the standard Model T transmission. This item was exactly 
twelve inches (12”) long. To retain all of the original rear axle details 

the chassis was lengthened by the same amount – chassis parts were 
also supplied to achieve this.
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Brown’s 
Whitemetal & Mechanical 

Service

• White Metal bearings
• Model T Ford

• Mechanical repairs to all Veteran,  
   Vintage & Classic cars 

Andrew Brown 
(03) 98071236

Last Issue
LONELY PARTS

Alan Meredith advises that the photo of the early 
veteran radiator in our last issue carried no obvious 
clues as to its identity.  The eleven rows of square 
finned horizontal tubes are a little unusual while 
the absence of a header tank and filler indicates 
that the vehicle it was fitted to would possibly have 
had a separate water tank sitting under the bonnet 
behind the engine.  This shape and style of radiator 
is indicative of the 1903/6 period when one piece 
bonnets which overlapped the radiator found some 
favour.  The conclusion however is that it is likely 
to have been from a 1904 6.5hp Beeston Royal 
Humberette. The radiator has highly distinctive 
11 rows of square finned tubes and the frame has 
the same bolting arrangement running through it.  
Eleven rows of tubes are most unusual in radiators 
of this type eight or sometimes nine rows being 
the maximum usually encountered – even the near 
identical Coventry Humberette only had 6 rows!

WHAT IS IT?

Alan Meredith also advises that Graeme Jarrett’s 
March ‘What Is It?’ shows a Speedwell.

MEMBERSHIP
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBER

The committee and members welcome Peter 
Caffyn to the Club.

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

An application for membership has been received 
from Barry and Rosslyn Smith of Rye.

Proposed by David Wright and seconded by Jim 
McCaffrey.

Barry and Rosslyn own a 1918 Series 490 
Chevrolet.

John Stanley and Christina Torio of Tawonga 
South. Proposed by David Holden and seconded 
by Andrew McDougall.  John and Christina own a 
1911 and 1913 Stoewer, 1911 Empire and a 1912 
Brush.

Factory 3, 1 Newington Ave Rosebud West VIC 3940

TELEPHONE 03 5981 1654
FACSIMILE 03 8678 3253
EMAIL info@curryprinting.com.au
WEB    www.curryprinting.com.au

Curry Printing is a long established Mornington
business who can assist you with all your printing,
photocopying and laminating requirements.

We can also print large format plans and posters
and can enlarge or reduce ranging from A4 - AO.

We also offer a complete design service.

printing requirements
FOR ALL YOUR

Supplying Veteran Model T Parts, and other 
restoration supplies to early vehicles. 

Our service is only a call away! 
Keith and Glenys Eastwood

Web: www.henryspares.com.au
Email: kg@henryspares.com.au

129 Ballanee Rd, Ballan Vic 3342
T: (03) 5368 1088     F: (03) 5368 1007    M: 0402 194 723
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The Lady Driver - 1 Hour Dress
By Irene Hill

Using the * notorious “One Hour Dress” pattern to create your own 
Edwardian era dress.

The One Hour Dress was popularised by Mary Brookes Picken in the 
1920s.

This is a simple dress with dolman sleeves, and a drop waist, which can 
be customised hundreds of ways.

Our ladies who are Veteran car enthusiasts, and keen seamstresses will 
find the One Hour Dress pattern easy to use to produce for themselves a 
stylish Edwardian era frock.

For the late Edwardian style the waist may be raised, elasticated for 
comfort, or left straight to be drawn in with a wide sash. A corsage or 
fancy buckle at the waist completes the look.

Dolman sleeves are absolutely right for this era and may be long or elbow 
length.

The variations are endless, using silk or cotton or even wool to produce 
completely different outfits with the same basic pattern. Fabrics and trims 
govern the look you want, whether it be day, afternoon, evening, summer 
or winter.

Consider using old curtains, vintage saris, old tablecloths, or antique lace 
bedcovers for your unique outfit.

Accessories such as a wide-brimmed hat for day wear with gloves and a 
parasol, or a feathered headpiece with rhinestone clips for evening attire 
complete the look.

Pictured are three frocks, all in Edwardian style, produced by using this 
basic One Hour Dress pattern.

The link for the pattern. -

https://www.antiquepatternlibrary.
org/pub/PDF/H-SW007.pdf

*Caution: the “One Hour Dress” 
pattern title is a misnomer!!!

With many thanks to Irene for taking 
the time to create these excellent 
Lady Driver Articles

Irene Hill -VCCA(Q)
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The 2025 Northern Tour
By Grant Vormister

Stage 1: Mackay

It was a beautiful day in Mackay, not a cloud to be seen 
when we all gathered on the grass of the van park.

After a driver's briefing, we started our trusty vehicles 
and headed for a beautiful drive, passing lovely 
beaches to arrive at The Beach Tavern. After lunch, 
we drove to Mackay Harbour before heading home for 
Happy Hour.

Bill & Robyn Betts fed everyone pancakes for dessert 
with every possible topping you could wish for.

Day Two was just as beautiful as we headed to the 
General Hotel for morning tea. It was a lovely old hotel 
in the middle of cane fields and not much else, making 
it an ideal day's drive for veterans.

Day Three was perfect. We headed to Melba House for 
morning tea and then onto another country pub, the 
Mirani Hotel. It was another great day of flat roads in 
the country.

We lost one AX Renault to a broken con rod. A Dodge 
had a flywheel fall off!! After further inspection, the 
flywheel was fine, and the fan pulley had let go. The 
most interesting breakdown was a one-cylinder 
Cadillac that had developed a knock. Much to the 
driver’s embarrassing relief, the knock was just the 
crank handle bouncing on the floorboards.

The next two days were free to travel to Ayr.

Stage 2: Ayr

We arrived in Ayr to find Robyn keeping the ladies 
interested in a workshop on making hats and cravats 
before Happy Hour.

Day One was a little overcast with a light drizzle, 
disappearing quickly as we headed into the farmlands 
on flat, veteran-friendly roads.

Lunch was at the Veteran Retreat at Deep Creek. This 
is a beautiful piece of land on the river where Vietnam 
Vets can camp. They made us all very welcome and put 
on a lovely BBQ lunch.

Only one car needed to be trailered home—a little 1903 
Humberette. Later in the day, it was seen doing laps of 
the main street of Ayr. And a Hupmobile developed a 
gearbox problem.

On Day Two, we awoke to another beautiful day of 
touring the farmlands.

Everyone made it home without incident.

On Day Three, we headed to Groper Creek for some 
lovely home-made morning tea and then onto Home 
Hill for lunch. Again, we drove through farms on long 
flat roads. There was abundant fresh fruit: avocados the 
size of rock melons, watermelons, and mandarins.

For the next two days, were free to pack up camp and 
head to Atherton.

Stage 3: Atherton

Atherton Day One was another beautiful Queensland 
day. We headed out of town and into the country for 
morning tea on the banks of Lake Tinaroo. Then it was 
all downhill to view the Dam Spillway, a magnificent 
sight.

Lunch at the Kairi Hotel, and home.

Day Two consisted of a science drive through rolling 
hills and rainforests to Lake Eacham for morning tea 
and then to the Yungvurra Hotel for lunch. There, we 
were met by a very happy bar 'wench' who was excited 
to serve us. Her enthusiasm was just as great as that of 
the Lollipop Bloke, who refused us entry into the quarry.

On Day Three, we took a short run through more 
scenery to Rocky Creek, a beautiful War Memorial. We 
had the final dinner; stories were told and were washed 
down with the odd drink or three.
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Day Four was a celebration of Australian pioneering 
history in Herberton. An interactive display of 
Blacksmithing, wood turning, working engines, steam 
power, and Fashions on the Field, where two of our 
lovely ladies, Rose and Diane, won prizes. Live music 
with Damper was washed down with Billy Tea. Brooksie 
and a select few tried to enjoy the most amazing 
scones and cream, made and delivered by another 
enthusiastic waitress. Another fantastic day.

Ravenswood was an amazing surprise. It’s a lovely 
little town where the locals welcomed us everywhere 
we ventured. With Fay and Dave as our tour guides, 
we learned about the township's history, the gold, and 
the ghosts. We had great pub meals and cold beer. 
Brooksie was happy to finally find some scones and 
cream.

The final dinner was at the caravan park’s roadhouse, 
where we said our farewells over an enormous meal 
made for the hungry working miners.

Hurst Motor Car – Badge Discovered
By Graeme Jarrett

The discovery (and subsequent) acquisition of this 
badge (perhaps an engine or body plate) is something 
very interesting to me. I really do wonder if one of these 
cars did come to Australia.

estate, this probably helped to fund his foray into motor 
car production, beginning a little earlier in 1897.

In the years in which he was involved in the building 
of cars he had a few business partners that came and 
went, these included L. A. Lloyd – hence Hurst & Lloyd 
(1897-1900). Also R. E. Middleton – Hurst & Middleton 
(1906-1907).

 At least one Hurst & Lloyd car existed in Victoria in 
1904. The motor car was being sold at auction by 
Baylee and Co. of 325 Collins Street in August of that 
year, most likely on behalf of Weadon, Thomas and Co. 
The car was described as 8hp, double cylinder, electric 
ignition, 2 speed (forward and reverse), upholstered in 
red leather, seats 8. It appears it did not initially sell as it 
went to auction again in January of 1905. 

Further input to this matter is invited and welcomed.
The Hurst motor car badge recently (June 1st) sold by Donington 

Auctions, Melbourne.

The Hurst & Lloyd motor car of 1900 (accreditation, Miss Doris Rowe, 
from “The Complete Encyclopedia of Motor Cars”).

Australia seems to have been the recipient of many 
early interesting cars – some of them very obscure. The 
few that immediately come to mind include Nazzaro, 
Wilkinson, Aquila Italiana, Victrix, GN, Victor, Porthos, 
Turicum and Chota (Buckingham) to name but a few.

So, the Hurst motor car (later called Hurmid) were 
manufactured in London, 1897 – 1907. Like so 
many offerings at that time it is difficult to know how 
much of the car was made in house. Various models 
were offered including a two cylinder machine of 
conventional layout, described as having “Panhard 
appearance”.

George Isaac Hurst (1862 – 1918) was the son of a 
Surgeon from Bedford UK, England. At age 37, in 1899, 
George Hurst inherited money from his grandfather’s 

A most enjoyable three weeks of touring Queensland. 
Thanks to everyone who participated. We had one car 
from Tasmania, two from Victoria, one from NSW and 
23 Queenslanders.

These events don’t happen without the help of our 
members.

I would like to thank Andrew and Christine Gould for 
the Mackay stage.

Dave and Fay Martin, Les and Christine Wassmuth for 
the Ayr leg.

Glenn Ridolfi for Atherton and Herberton.

Dave and Fay Martin again for Ravenswood

Frank and Adrienne Cerutti for all their help.

And Melissa for her help, support and encouragement.

Putt Putt

Grant Vormister
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Steam Theme
By Greg Smith

Our steam theme photograph comes from the front 
cover of November 2003 Brass Notes. Our then editor, 
Graeme Jarrett, was quite excited as he had a back 
story to the photograph and the following is a direct 
quote from that edition- Ed

Our cover photo this month is doubly good because 
we know quite a lot of information about it. The 
photograph comes from Margot Dorum who is the 
daughter of the late Reg and Cora Harris. The photo 
has on the obverse: - “Grout steam car (U.S.A.). 
Purchased and sold by me in 1903. Photographed 
by me in our back garden at ‘Corona’. (signed) 
Murray Edwards.” 

‘Corona’ was Murray’s parent’s home at 9 Malakoff 
Street, Caulfield North (known then as Malvern)

Murray was born the second eldest of eight children 
to Edward and Mary Edwards in 1886 (13th Dec). That 
means that Murray would have been only seventeen 
years old when this photo was taken. It is likely that 
his father owned it, and Murray assisted in the buying 
and selling of the vehicle – our assumption. He went to 
the First World War as a Sgt. in No. 2 Coy, 1st Mining 
Corps. He was a survivor – a credit to him given this 
was a dangerous occupation.

The Grout Company was located in Orange, 
Massachusetts and built cars from 1900 until 1912. 
Steam cars were their specialty early on and they were 
building eighteen (18) of them a week. Later that year a 
petrol car was added and from 1906 on only petrol cars 
were produced, all of them four cylinder.

PS: Margot’s husband is the grandnephew to Murray, 
and we thank you both for assistance with publishing 
this item herein.

I only know of one surviving Grout Steamer in Australia, 
that being Chris Sorensen in Queensland. Let me know 
if any others survive. -Ed

Head Scrutineer Report
By Brian Hussey

We are doing our best to maintain the flexibility 
and freedom of our Club Permit Scheme

Remember: Your friendly Club Scrutineer is there to 
help with any roadworthy-related issue.

The VCCA (Vic) Club Safety Policy is held in high regard 
by VicRoads and many other car clubs. It has been 
copied and is being practiced by some of the more 
significant clubs.  Whilst being a compliment, this also 
means we must stay ahead of the game and continue 
to set the example for which we, as a club, are known. 

There have been some roadworthy examinations 
recently which have underlined the need for us 
all to remain vigilant. Our permit system offers us 
freedom and flexibility with economy. It is important 
therefore that we remain focused on the importance 
of roadworthiness and safety. In this way we shall 
ensure the continuation of the Club Permit System as 
we now have it.  All members, when renewing their 
subs, sign a declaration to be personally responsible 
for the roadworthy state of their car or motorcycle. 
The importance of responsible driving also cannot be 
overstated.

Owner-onus applies always of course, but we owe it 
to each other to take the business of safety seriously. 
As a Club, we are also fortunate in that we have the 
authority, through our team of registered Scrutineers, 
to perform our own roadworthy testing, along with 
authorising the VicRoads Eligibility Document. The 
time and trouble this saves us is immeasurable. Our 
Scrutineers are putting their experience and time 
to work as a service to the Club and its members 
voluntarily. There is no cost to the Club or the members 
for this service.

Please, therefore, co-operate with a Scrutineer if and 
when you are approached regarding an issue which 
has been noted. Remember, it's up to them to decide 
whether or not they should formalise that notice. If the 
notice is formalised, you will be given a time frame in 
which to make good that issue. When a roadworthy 
issue has been brought to your attention and is not 
addressed in the agreed time frame, the notice must 
go to VicRoads, whereupon you may have your permit 
revoked. I would hasten to add this Club has never 
had a formalised notice and our Safety Policy is clear 
enough for that to remain unlikely.

The Scrutineering team will help in any way it can and 
is there for the asking.

Brian Hussey, Head Scrutineer
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What Is It?
By Max Vormister

What Is It?
 

Max Vormister has sent these pictures in and wishes 
for someone to identify what this part is, and what 
it is used for? He must have gotten enthused at the 
February Natter Night when we had some strange 
items to be identified. It is labelled The Talbert Part.

Who is it? What is it? and Where is it now?

We have three conundrums to solve this month. Who 
is this young fellow? What is the car? And where is it 
now? The clues I can provide may help. The photos 
were taken in South Australia, and the little bloke is 
one of our members. The other huge clue is, note the 
front wheel brakes. That should certainly give the car 
identity. Where is it now? It is the biggest mystery. 
Please respond to the Editor with the answers to this 
conundrum.
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Findings, Feedback & Follow-Ups
By Callum Walsh

A.V. Turner “Darge” Albums 
Zeunert Archive – Part 2
Last month I shared a couple of initial images from the 
A. V. Turner “Darge” photo albums, kindly provided to 
the Club by David Zeunert.

The evocative cover photo gave a few clues to its 
identity, however I only received one response. John 
Stanley very quickly, on the 1st of June, messaged 
through the correct answer of an American Underslung. 
Keen eyes will have noticed the underslung 
arrangement; however it was the Holderness Guide 
from 1916 which provided the confirmation, as NSW 
registration 8293 was allocated to an American 
Underslung owned by “Stanton Turner Co”.  

Stanton Turner and Co. was a motor agency in Sydney, 
based at 133 – 135 Castlereagh Street. Based on 
the advertisements in the publications of the day, 
Castlereagh Street seems to be the hot property 
for motor agencies! The agency was established 
in partnership between Edwin Ira Stanton, Andrew 
Archibald Thomson, and Albert Valentine (A. V.) Turner. 
The earliest evidence I can find of the agency is 
September 1912, and with Turner only being 26 years 
of age then, it’s unlikely to have been formed too 
much earlier. This also aligns with his first recorded 
competitive automotive event, the RAS gymkhana in 
September 1912. They continued through to 3 May 
1915, when they mutually consented to dissolving the 
business. They were a busy three years for them, and 
it is evident that publicity and advertising was high in 
their priorities during this time. Advertisements for their 
products are prominent through numerous, primarily 
NSW based, publications and this regularly included 
images of the vehicles. They dealt in a handful of 
makes, not just American Underslung, but more on 
those other makes in future articles. 

Image from Trove – “Government Gazette of the State of New South 
Wales”, Sydney, 5 May 1915

Image from Trove – “The Sun”, Sydney, 12 Oct 1912

Image from Trove – “The Sun”, Sydney, 26 Oct 1912

Image from Trove – “The Sun”, Sydney, 12 Oct 1912
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Coincidently, there is a second American Underslung 
image in the albums (above). Although little is currently 
known about this car and the people in it. It could be 
the 30hp Tourist model owned Stanton, Turner and 
Co, although the 1915 NSW registration records had a 
total of 32 Americans of all models listed, so it remains 
unconfirmed.

Now back to the cover star. Last month I stated that 
the co-driver was unknown, however this was quickly 
rectified with the first search in Trove. Not only that, 
but the exact photo was also published in The Sun, 
Sydney on 21 June 1913, confirming that it is a 1912 
50hp model. Many of the detailed reports on Stanton, 
Turner and Co and the American Underslungs appear 
in the motoring columns of The Sun authored by a 
regular contributor noted as “C.S.C”. The reason for so 
much exposure in this publication is that “C.S.C” is Mr 
C. S. Clancy, the co-driver in this image. Alongside is 
a second published image of the front of the vehicle, 
and an accompanying article titled ‘Driving Under 
Difficulties’, which notes; “Mr A. V. Turner, who holds 

Image from Trove – “The Sun”, Sydney, 2 Nov 1912

The second American 
Underslung image in the 

"Darge" Albums

Image from Trove – “The Sun”, Sydney, 5 April 1913

the Melbourne-Sydney car record, is seen driving in the 
pictures, and he is accompanied by Mr C. S. Clancy, of 
the “Sun.” The camera work was done by Mr J. Turner, 
special photographer.” Upon finding this, I dug further 
into the Melbourne-Sydney car record statement, 
knowing this is the type of event Turner was fond of. 
Turner departed Melbourne at 0230 on 10th of May 
1913, and arrived at the Sydney GPO at 2132 the same 
day, a total time of 19 hours and 2 minutes. Some 45 
minutes less than the previous record held by Mr G. C. 
White, who completed the journey in a ‘25hp Talbot’ 
(Clement-Talbot in other reports). Clancy reported 
that the attempt had lost 1.5hrs to punctures and 
other delays, which if removed from the overall time, 
meant Turner and his riding mechanic, Mr L. Muston, 
averaged 34mph for the 572 mile journey. Adding that 
Turner drove the entire trip himself. Turner must have 
still been revelling in the recent achievement, just two 
months prior, wanting to demonstrate the vehicle to 
his motoring journalist mate and have some images 
professionally captured to commemorate. 
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The following are chronological articles on the Record 
run.

Image from Trove – “The Sun”, Sydney, 21 June 1913

Image from Trove – “The Sun”, Sydney, 18 January 1913 – Motors, 
Botors, and Aeroplanes article written by C.S.C.
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Image from Trove – “The Sun”, Sydney, 1 April 1913

Image from Trove – “The Sun”, Sydney, 15 Feb 1913 – Motors, 
Botors, and Aeroplanes article written by C.S.C.

Image from Trove – “The Sydney Morning Herald”, Sydney, 10  
May 1913

Image from Trove – “The Sun”, Sydney, 11 May 1913

Image from Trove – “Punch”, Melbourne, 15 May 1913. Note: 
Mechanic named as Ruston. All other reports I’ve found to date note 

Muston, thus this must be a typo.
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Hello Greg,

Thanks for the suggestion to call Callum in regard to 
last month’s front cover. We quickly established that 
we had both located similar information regarding the 
image.

Rather than duplicate Cal’s contribution, I have limited 
my comment to information regarding the vehicle 
number plates. The black on white number plate 8293 
is the original NSW registration plate. It was issued 
to Stanton Turner & Co. at 133 Castlereagh Street, 
Sydney. Cal’s contribution will detail the make and hp.

The number was originally issued in the last half of 
1912, which is consistent with Stanton Turner taking on 
the NSW agency for this make of car.

NSW plates, like Victoria, were originally issued 
without the state abbreviation. This is one of the earlier 
examples of NSW making an appearance.

State abbreviations weren’t made compulsory until 
1932.

The V581 is a Victorian visiting vehicle plate; Victoria 
used a V prefix and NSW used B. 

The Victorian Motor Car Act of 1909, as enacted in 
January 1910, required a vehicle visiting from interstate 
to complete the appropriate form at the first police 
station within 50 miles of the border.

The cost was five shillings and permitted the owner 
or driver to use the vehicle on Victorian roads for one 
week from the date of completion. 

This requirement was not officially repealed until August 
1928.

Cheers, Daryl Meek

The image (bottom left) from Globe is believed to have 
been taken at the time of the Record Run. Potentially 
also a Darge photo, and if so, likely taken at a similar 
time to the one published in Punch, as they were both 
published very shortly after the achievement. A copy of 
this full image was also in the collection but was loose 
and not framed like the others (See below). 

Image from Trove – “The Sun”, Sydney, 17 May 1913

Image from Trove – “The Sun”, Sydney, 17 May 1913

Image from Trove – “Globe”, Sydney, 24 May 1913
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Findings, Feedback & Follow-Ups
By Jenny Fawbert

Cover photo June Brass Notes is of A.V. Turner and 
his mechanic in an American Underslung during their 
record setting drive from Melbourne to Sydney in 
1913. The mechanic/co-driver is named in various 
reports as either C.S. Clancy or L. Muston (my money 
is on mechanic Muston rather than motoring journalist 
Clancy, and Muston is mentioned in reports more than 
Clancy). The same photo appears in The Sun (Sydney). 
Motors, Boats and Aeroplanes, 1913, June 28. Online 
at http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article229846744

Turner’s new 60 hp American was ordered by his 
Sydney motor agency, Stanton, Turner and Co. for 
his attempt to lower the interstate record between 
Melbourne and Sydney. Its specifications were: Engine 
- 4 cylinder, 50-h.p. at 1000 revolutions, bore 5 3/8, 
stroke 5 1/2; electric self-starter; Cooling by centrifugal 
pump, extra large radiator, specially for Australian 
conditions; Electric self-starter; Lighting - electric 
light, dynamo and outfit complete, supplying all lights; 
Carburetor - "Ray field," adjustable from dash; Ignition 
- Bosch dual; Lubrication - forced, oil supply 6 quarts in 
motor and 2 gallons in auxiliary tank; Petrol supply, 24 
gallons; Clutch - fan-bladed cone type, special woven 
asbestos facing, rubber inserts under facing; Gearbox 
- 4 speeds forward and reverse, direct drive on fourth 
speed, gate change; Brakes - internal expanding, 16 
inch dust-proof; Clearance  - 12 1/4 in.; Wheelbase - 
124 in. 

The American Underslung arrived in March 1913 and 
was prepared for the record attempt, the touring body 
was removed, a basic front seat provided for driver 
and passenger, adjustable acetylene searchlights 
were mounted on the dashboard and powerful electric 
headlights fitted, as well as an auxiliary petrol tank, 
giving a total fuel capacity of 40 gallons. Detachable 
rims were fitted to each wheel, and four, fully inflated 
tyres were carried on the car. 

After a 4-day journey to Melbourne, used to check the 
roads and arrange for railway crossing gates enroute to 
be open, Turner postponed the run twice due to heavy 
rains impacting the roads in Victoria. He finally left the 
Melbourne GPO at 2.30 am on Saturday May 10, intent 
on lowering G. Gilmore White’s March 1910 record of 
19 hrs and 47 mins set in a 35 hp Talbot. From Albury 
to Gundagai the roads were in a shocking state and 
many punctures affected his intended timing. They 
reached Gundagai at 1.30 pm for short break and to 
refuel. The car had had so many punctures that from 
there on they had no spares until reaching Berrima, 
where Stanton had dispatched a car with tubes 
and tyres. The roads from Campbelltown to Sydney 
were severely rain affected and much of the route a 
quagmire. Turner drove up to Sydney GPO at 9.32 pm, 
lowering White’s time by 45 minutes.

The Darge photo of cars and people on page 7 of 
the June 2025 Brass Notes could be from the 1913 
or 1914 Interstate Motor Reliability Contests, the vista 

looks like the floodplain of the Murrumbidgee River at 
Gundagai, with the long road and rail bridges on the 
far left. If Gundagai, the cars are gathered near a sign 
likely for Fred Wilson, blacksmith, wheelwright and 
coachbuilder. 

As the comments in Brass Notes indicate a Benz is one 
of the cars in the Darge photo, it would be the 1914 
Trial, as there were 3 Benz’s competing that year, but no 
Benz’s in the 1913 event. The other motoring trials etc. 
that occurred in 1913 and 1914 in NSW did not include 
Gundagai.

The 1914 Melbourne to Sydney Reliability Contest. 
The interstate contests were organised by the 
Automobile Club of Victoria and the Automobile Club 
of Australia. On Wednesday January 7th 1914, 28 cars 
started for Sydney from Haymarket, Melbourne. 15 
entries came from NSW, 12 from Victoria and 1 from 
Western Australia, including Turner’s powerful Benz 
and the smaller Benz’s of well-known Benz agent, 
August Hoette, and active Sydney motorist, Paul Meyer. 
Unfortunately, none of the reports of the event I could 
locate list competitor’s numbers. 

Turner’s car was a new 22-40 Benz tourer he took 
delivery of in Melbourne and prepared for the trial a 
few days before hand.  Algernon Darge was the official 
photographer and provided images for the newspapers, 
he was also an entry in his Empire, but withdrew from 
competition before the Start. Day 1 of the Contest 
included a Hill Climb at Pretty Sally, before the 
overnight stop at Wangaratta. Day 2 took entrants on, 
at times a very rough Sydney Road to Gundagai. Day 
3 was a better run to Moss Vale. Extreme heat and the 
climb over Cambewarra Mountain on Day 4 taxed many 
vehicles, lunch at Wollongong was followed by another 
competitive hill climb up Bulli Pass. Conditions on Day 
4 ended the clean scores many vehicles had until then. 

Competitors

M Sorenson (V.) .. 10-h.p. Brazier

A. G. Staley (V.) .. 10-h.p. Stoewer

G. W. Hellicar (N.S.W.) .. 12-h.p. Waverley

G. H. Sinden (N.S.W.) .. 12-h.p. Adler

A. McNeil (N.S.W.) .. 12-h.p. F.I.A.T.

A. Jewell (V.) .. 12-h.p. Dixi

A. Hoette (V.) .. 12-h.p. Benz

P Meyer (N.S.W.) .. 12-h.p. Benz

J. Maillard (N.S.W.) .. 12-h.p. Brazier

C. T. Holmes (V.) .. 13-h.p. Mors

J. Railton (V.) .. 15-h.p. Star

(G. F. Hill (N.S.W.) .. 15-h.p. Talbot

C. E. Liddell (V.) .. 16-h.p. Fafnir

S. Day (N.S.W.) .. 12-h.p. Vinot



24

J. A. Munro (V.) .. 17-h.p. Imperia

C. O. Sherwood (N.S.W.) .. 17-h.p. Armstrong

C. R. Walker (V.) .. 18-h.p. Arrol-Johnston

F. R. Crouch (N.S.W.) .. 18-h.p. Metz

W. Winterbottom (W.A.) 18-h.p. Ford

V. G. Sharpe (N.S.W.) .. 20-h.p. Star

Boyd Edkins (N.S.W.) .. 20-h.p. Vauxhall

C. N. Brown (V.) .. 20-h.p. La Buire

A. V. Turner (N.S.W.) .. 25-h.p. Benz

A. E. Wiseman (V.) .. 28-h.p. Nazzaro

W. Hinson (V.) .. 30-h.p. Cadillac

Col. W. Braithwaite (V.) .. 32-h.p. Hotchkiss

R. J. Fagan (N.S.W.) .. 33-h.p. American

W. A. Sorrell (N.S.W.) .. 38-h.p. Cadillac

H. B. Phipps (N.S.W.) .. 44-h.p. Hudson

The 1913 contest was won by W.R. Glasson (NSW) 
in his 12 hp Talbot, from Hill (Vic) with another 12 hp 
Talbot, 3rd was Les Pye (NSW) in his 20 hp Vauxhall.

Both the 1913 and 1914 trials, as with the February 
and November 1905 Dunlop Motor Reliability Contests, 
were not races but run strictly as tests of the reliability 
of vehicles over long distances and various road 
conditions with reasonable speed averages set for each 
day. Competitors were only allowed to make repairs, 
replacements or adjustments in their allotted driving 
time and those actions were noted by their Observer’s 
and points deducted, vehicles were locked away by 
the contest officials at the end of each day’s run so no 
maintenance was possible overnight. The 1913 and 
1914 reliability events included petrol consumption and 
hill climb results to determine the final results. 

Addenda: 

I first heard of Margaret Monk’s early driving adventures 
about ten years ago, from her daughter Dr Corona 
Monk Adams, who delighted in recounting that 
Margaret had driven her sister and aunt to Melbourne to 
watch the Cup in 1912, and that she routinely drove her 
father to work in the city, she was a better driver than 
the chauffeur.

Image from GREAT OVERLAND TEST. (1914, January 17). The Sun 
(Sydney, NSW : 1910 - 1954), p. 3 (FINAL SPORTING). Online at 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article221563170

Margaret Monk

The 1913 Sydney to Melbourne Reliability Contest.

Darge photographed this event too, driving his Empire 
roadster. A.V. Turner drove an American Underslung. 
The 21 competitors left Sydney on Wednesday March 
26 for Goulburn, Day 2 ran to Gundagai, Day 3 to 
Wangaratta, Day 4 to Melbourne. 

Notable among the drivers, which included some of the 
best known in those years - Turner, Maillard, Camphin, 
Edkins and Pye, was a 23 year old from Sydney, 
Margaret Hypatia Monk, an ACV member, unlike the 
Sydney club they admitted ladies then, and already a 
veteran of overland journeys. Her skill at the wheel of 
her Cadillac was much favourably commented upon 
by the other contestants, she lost 22 points overall for 
broken spring leaves and a stop to top up the radiator. 
Those in the know also recalled the only other woman 
motorist who had competed in an interstate reliability 
contest, Mrs Florence Thomson, driving her Wolseley 
from Sydney to Melbourne in the February 1905 Dunlop 
Contest.

More on the first 1905 Contest can be found online: 

Only venturesome drivers are prepared to take valuable 
cars over wretched tracks 

https://tinyurl.com/yc36u89a

Jenny Fawbert, Automotive Historian 
Member, VCCA NSW
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MORS 90hp Race Car – Came To Sydney in 1907
By Graeme Jarrett

I have a medium interest in the large Edwardian motor 
cars that came to Australia in the early years. More 
than a few came here and most, if not all, were quite 
well documented. The Semmering Mercedes (150hp 
approx.) item published last month in Brass Notes is a 
good example.

The car featured here is a 90hp MORS (of four 
cylinders) that began life as a dedicated factory racing 
car made for Mr Vanderbilt, an American millionaire. 
It was apparently capable of 95 miles per hour at that 
time. However, Mr Vanderbilt disposed of it in favour of 
another more powerful model.

The car, when in Australia, belonged to Mr Brune, 
husband of Titell Brune a well-known actress of the 
time. In his ownership he managed to attain a speed of 
75 miles per hour – a brave endeavour, at that time, on 
such tyres.

Apparently it was on view at the garage of Alick McNeil, 
a man associated with the early sales of bicycles, then 
motor car hire services and latterly with Garratt's Motor 
Car importers of Castlereagh St, Sydney.

The 90 hp MORS racing car has been fitted with a touring body 
capable of seating ten passengers. This photograph (trimmed) 

appeared in The Australian Town and Country Journal, Wednesday 
16th January 1907 (page 24).

On the same subject, but different. It has been stated 
often in recent years that the FIAT (model S76, 300hp), 
notably called the “Beast of Turin” came to Australia in 
its early life. This has been found not to be corroborated 
correctly according to my own research and that of 
others familiar with this allegation. I invite any plausible 
possibility that can confirm (with factual evidence) or 
deny this allegation.
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Private Classifieds
 

FOR SALE

1911 Talbot Roadster Model 4AB 
15HP 4 Cylinder 4 Speed 
Excellent Condition Mechanically A1 
Magneto Ignition Crank Start 
Excellent Rally Car

CONTACT: Ron Sorensen  
Ph: 0409 910 929

FOR SALE

Having passed 90 and no longer in the best of 
health it is with great regret that I am forced to call 
time on my veteran car life. It has been a great 
ride in a great club with lots of delightful people 
but its time for reality!

1910  Buick

1913 De Dion Bouton Phaeton

I have recently rebuilt the gear box from the 
ground up, runs extremely well, is in very good 
condition, starts easily and fun to drive, an ideal 
car for any veteran rally including the notable one 
and two cylinder events.

1915 Maxwell

This car has had a great deal of attention since I 
bought it from the late Peter Mifsud a few years 
back. It has had a rebuilt differential and two new 
hand crafted front wheels built by the Ballarat 
Soveriegn Hill wheelwright (at great expense).  
There are many spares including two engines.   
An interesting 4 cylinder vehicle which runs well.

CONTACT: Terry Wills Cooke, Geelong 
Ph: 0408 343 335

This car has been in the club for many years, it 
has a rebuilt mag/dyno and is a really reliable 
car. It drives well, starts easily and runs perfectly.  
Comes with a complete spare engine. In many 
ways my favourite for a comfortable ride.
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WANTED

Intake fittings and valve assembly + Ignition timer 
parts for De Dion Bouton 6 and 8 HP automatic 
valve engines, parts needed for 2 separate 
projects.

CONTACT: Simon Anderson 
Ph: 0414 482 241 
E: ando_84@hotmail.com

WANTED

Front tubular axle to suit 1906 Minerva, 4ft 5 
in track, 2ft 31/2in spring mount centres See 
attached photo.

Steering column and steering box for 1906 
Minerva.

Minerva Longuemare carburetter fitted with 
automatic air inlet.

Dual Ignition Eisemann high tension magneto.

CONTACT: Robin Sharp 
Ph: 03 58 241 871    

FOR SALE

1908 Cadillac single cylinder project, new wheels, 
original Model T runabout body with new seat, 
original guards and bonnet, needs new springs, 
mechanically all the main components are there- 
$16,500 ono 

CONTACT: Russell & Chris Holden 
Ph: 0422 219 911 
E: russell@veterangarage.com.au 

FOR SALE

Byron Dobson’s 1905 REO – the sale will be 
handled by his son, Warwick. 

CONTACT: Ben Alcock for details 
Ph: 0404 917 366

WANTED

Kevin Quigley and Bruce Humphries are looking 
for a pair of Corcoran headlights suited to 7" forks 
in reasonable condition, also a two cylinder low 
tension magneto for their 1910 Buick model 14.

CONTACT: Kevin  
Ph: 0419 300 090

WANTED

Flywheel for IHC Motor Buggy.

CONTACT: Dean Hill 
Ph: 0408 172 984

FOR SALE

1912 Napier 15HP parts

To be sold as one lot.

Radiator - Frame - Front axle - Steering shaft 
& box - Rear Diff (left hand turn) - 2x Gear 
boxes - Cylinder block + pistons and many 
other motor parts - magneto - 4x wheel & hubs 
- springs, everything to make a rolling chassis - 
unfortunately no body parts were salvaged.

All parts have been under cover for 60+ years. 
Located in Albury NSW. Price to be negotiated.

CONTACT: Attilia 
E: lavenderandlace54@gmail.com
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Natter Night Meeting Minutes
 

VCCA (Victoria) at Clubrooms and Online Zoom 
Meeting  
On Tuesday, 10th June 2025 @8.00pm

Opening 
The Club President, Ben Alcock, welcomed all to our 
June Natter Night.  

Attendance 
There were 32 members in our Clubrooms and 18 
members online. 

Apologies: 
Andrew & Frances McDougall, David Provan, Michael 
& Claudia Holding, Jennifer Atherton, Stan & Maggie 
Bone

Visitors 
None.

Guest Speakers 
John Stanley – The remarkable achievements of Boris 
Loutzkoy.

Member News 
Joan Forryan is now home from hospital. Maggie Bone 
is recovering well.

Happy Birthday to Pam Hill.

Alan Maden is competing in the Peking to Paris Rally 
driving his 1917 American La France, the oldest car in 
the event. Currently he is somewhere in Kazakhstan.

Membership Report 
We are excited to welcome the following new members:

John and Kelly Burke, Nulkaba NSW, Various motor 
cars and cycles as per Membership Directory.

Raffle	  
Roast Lamb, Vegies, apple pie, chocolates. Thanks 
Deb.

Financial Reports 
No report.

Events  
Past:

RACV – Four & More Rally – Nagambie – 8-11 May - 
Ben and Don McPherson – very successful – details as 
reported in Brass Notes.

Coming:

RACV Midwinter Rally – Phillip Island – 18-20 July 
– Ben Alcock and Jerry Lee Miller – all of the many 
events are on the island; accommodation is already 
being taken up by participants. Runs are 30km Friday, 
90km Saturday, 45km Sunday. Entries will open this 
coming weekend.

RACV Pre-1905 Pioneers Run – 2025 - Ballarat –  
12-14 September, Fiona Lane spoke about the event. 
Planning well under way. Accommodation at the 
Belltower. 

RACV Veteran Car Club 70th Anniversary Annual Rally – 
Swan Hill – 15-18 October. 

70th Anniversary Gala Dinner and Presentation Evening 
– Saturday 8th November – RACV City Club. Daryl 
Meek confirmed that we will have a Veteran car in the 
RACV Foyer for the month of November. He is taking 
suggestions for a suitable vehicle.

Library and Archives Report (Daryl Meek) 
No report.

Wanted, for Sale or Swap 
For sale – Byron Dobson’s 1905 REO – the sale will be 
handled by his son, Warwick. For details contact Ben 
Alcock.

Wanted – Flywheel for IHC Motor Buggy – Dean Hill.

Items of General Business 
RACV Total Care – Brian Churchill alerted members 
to changes whereby the vehicles, (not the driver), will 
need to be nominated - effective from the next renewal. 
Members are encouraged to familarise themselves with 
the terms and conditions of the cover so that they are 
prepared in the event of needing the service.

Questions from the floor: 
Circulation of other Club publications by email 
“weekend reading” – Ben Alcock confirmed that this 
will start again shortly.

VicRoads old 3 digit Permit plates – some have been 
found by VicRoads, but it is uncertain if they will be 
available for re-issue. Rob Anderson will monitor this.

Guest Speaker  
Member John Stanley gave a fascinating talk on the 
achievements of Boris Loutzkoy during the early years 
of motoring. John has done a remarkable amount of 
research on this uncelebrated genius who certainly 
deserves more prominent recognition. Thank you John 
and we wish you every success with your on-going 
research.

Next Meeting 8th July, details to follow 

Meeting Closed at 9.20pm 

The RACV is the principal 
sponsor of the Veteran Car  
Club of Australia (Victoria) Inc.

The RACV supports the:

• RACV 1&2 Cylinder Rally  
• RACV Midwinter Rally 
• RACV Veteran Car Club Annual Rally  
• RACV Four & More Rally
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Events
 

2025 RACV MIDWINTER RALLY – PHILLIP ISLAND
18 – 20 July 2025

Phillip Island, 101km2 of amazing experiences distilled 
into one easy-going island sanctuary. Home to the 
Little Penguins, idyllic beaches, captivating coastlines, 
unique wildlife, family fun activities and world-class 
events, adventure awaits you on Phillip Island. So, join 
us for this year’s Midwinter rally!

We will explore all the island has to offer. We will see 
penguins, the famous Phillip Island race track (and go 
karts), hear war time stories and see how the island 
farm life started.

When: 18-20 July 2025 
Where: Phillip Island 
Accommodation details:

Rally headquarters will be at the Kaloha Resort, Cnr 
Steele and, Chapel St, Cowes VIC 3922.

This resort has motel rooms, cabins, caravan and 
motor home sites.

(03) 5952 2179  Discount code – “Veteran”.

Please call to make booking and advise of any 
accessibility issues for ground floor rooms at time of 
booking.

Itinerary: 
Friday - Shake down run (with optional go karts), 
evening meal and Penguin parade

Saturday – longer run with activities, followed by rally 
dinner

Sunday – breakfast and cold start competition with a 
run followed by lunch in Cowes ready to load up and 
head home.

Contact: 
Ben Alcock  - 0404 917 366

RACV PRE-1905 PIONEERS RUN
Ballarat, 12-14 September 2025

Join us this Spring for an extended weekend in 
Ballarat.

It won’t be cold, trust us! 

Accommodation has been secured at the usual spot:

Belltower Motor Inn 
1845 Sturt Street, Ballarat 
5334 1600.

Rooms have been set aside, so call and advise that you 
are with the Veteran Car Club

The event starts on Friday afternoon with a short run 
to a local member’s car collection (that just keeps 
expanding – he’s going to need a bigger shed!). 
Afternoon tea will be on offer as we get cars, people 
and bikes all ironed out for the weekend tours.

Friday evening will be free to dine in Ballarat, The Fat 
Chef is located at the Belltower, Lazy Moe’s is next 
door, the Golf Club Bistro is a short walk away and 
there are many more options in the centre of town.

Saturday will see us travel a route that Greg Smith 
carved out for the first Pre-05 runs and will take us to 
Smythesdale, to the pub for lunch, before a return to 
the Belltower.

Saturday evening, we are dining in a more formal 
setting in private rooms at the City Oval Hotel. Our 
dining room is up three short flights of stairs – they 
have new, sturdy handrails, but no lift is available 
unfortunately. 

On Sunday we will be touring around the Western side 
of Ballarat, Victoria Park and Lake Wendouree (watch 
out for swans – they have right of way!) The run may 
include a visit to a local attraction and a boxed lunch 
will most likely be in order.

Watch the Club’s website for an entry form, which we 
anticipate will become available at the conclusion of 
the Midwinter Rally.

For further information contact Fiona 0419 893 983, 
Daryl 0407 881 288 of fafnir@iinet.net.au 
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CLUB COMMITTEE & APPOINTMENTS
 

www.veterancarclub.org.au 

THE VETERAN CAR CLUB OF 
AUSTRALIA (VICTORIA) INC.  
Registration number A0097964Y

ABN: 61 276 214 581

PLEASE DIRECT ENQUIRIES IN THE 
FIRST INSTANCE TO THE SECRETARY

CLUB MAILING ADDRESS 
PO Box 2300, 
Mt Waverley, VIC 3149

PRESIDENT 
Ben Alcock 
t 0404 917 366 
e president@veterancarclub.org.au

VICE PRESIDENT  
Daryl Meek (Fiona) 
t 0407 881 288 
e vicepresident@veterancarclub.org.au 

SECRETARY 
Brian Churchill 
t 0408 344 434 
e secretary@veterancarclub.org.au

TREASURER 
Claudia Holding (Michael)  
t 0402 484 036 
e treasurer@veterancarclub.org.au

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 
Paul Daley (Lena) 
t 0417 583 064 
e paul.daley@neo.com.au

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Andrew McDougall (Frances) 
t 0417 310 852

Steve Hobbins  
t 0419 317 687

Greg Smith (Denise) 
t 0447 395 233

Craig Emmerson  
t 0410 663 292

Deb Alcock 
t 0412 777 676

Peter Hammet (Joan) 
t 0428 282 631

Scott Emmerson 
t 0488 002 054

Callum Walsh (Francesca) 
t 0447 766 724

Rob Anderson (Leonie)   
t 0414 446 953

Michael Holding (Claudia) 
t 0407 008 895

FIVA REPRESENTATIVE (TAVCCA)
Andrew McDougall 

SUB-COMMITTEES

DATING 
Andrew McDougall

LIBRARIAN AND ARCHIVIST 
Daryl Meek 
e history@veterancarclub.org.au

EVENTS SUBCOMMITTEE 
The Events Subcommittee meets in 
February, May and October to plan the 
Club’s forthcoming events, which are 
published annually in the Club Calendar 
with regular updates in Brass Notes. 
Chair – Ben Alcock

SUBCOMMITTEE:  
CLUBROOMS MANAGEMENT 
Ben Alcock and Jim McCaffrey

REGISTRAR & PERMIT RENEWALS 
Rob Anderson   
t   0414 446 953  
e  leonierob@bigpond.com 
Post: 	 PO BOX 828 
	 Somerville VIC 3912

SAFETY COMMITTEE / SCRUTINEERS 
Brian Hussey 
t   0418 561 910 
Bob Ballinger (Helen) 
t   0439 488 386

EDITOR  
Greg Smith 
e editor@veterancarclub.org.au

LAYOUT EDITOR 
Roger Berg 
t  0403 727 228 
e editor@veterancarclub.org.au

WEBMASTER 
Ben Alcock 
t 0404 917 366

ENVIRONMENT & SUSTAINABILITY 
Frances McDougall

AOMC DELEGATES 
Daryl Meek  
Andrew McDougall

VETERAN CARS & THE VCCA 
A veteran vehicle is any mechanically 
propelled vehicle built on or before 
December 31, 1918. The Veteran Car 
Club of Australia (Victoria) is open to all 
persons interested in the preservation 
and restoration of these vehicles, and 
ownership of such a vehicle is not a 
condition of membership. Please refer 
to our web-site for a membership 
application form and additional 
information.

NEW MEMBERSHIP ENQUIRIES 
New membership application 
enquiries to Brian Churchill, mobile 
0408 344 434, email secretary@
veterancarclub.org.au.  

Download the application form at 
veterancarclub.org.au.

BRASS NOTES 
Brass Notes is the Journal of the 
Veteran Car Club of Australia 
(Victoria). Contributions for Brass 
Notes are welcome, and should be 
forwarded to the editor by the 20th of 
the prior month preferably via email, 
or posted to the Club’s address. When 
submitting digital photos, please send 
as JPG files attached to an email at 
the highest resolution available.

EDITORIAL POLICY 
Opinions expressed in Brass Notes 
are not necessarily those of the editor, 
the VCCA (Victoria) or its officers. 
Technical articles are published in 
good faith and no responsibility for 
their accuracy will be accepted. All 
advertisements are published without 
endorsement by the VCCA (Victoria) or 
its officers. 

Unless specified otherwise, 
articles may be reproduced with 
acknowledgment to the author and to 
Brass Notes of the VCCA (Victoria) as 
the source. 

The editorial team reserves the right to 
edit or omit any material submitted for 
inclusion in Brass Notes. The decision 
to publish a letter in Brass Notes is the 
decision of the editorial team.

PRINT POST APPROVED 
PP 100018064

VICROADS PERMITS AND SAFETY 
CHECKS FOR MEMBERS VETERAN 
CARS AND MOTORCYCLES 
If you require your vehicle safety 
inspected, and verified for Vicroads 
eligibility, please review the Vicroads 
permit requirements on their web-
site, and contact Brian Hussey or 
Bob Ballinger. They will assist with 
the process for obtaining a permit, 
and advise of a club Scrutineer who 
can inspect the vehicle at a mutually 
convenient time.

JP SERVICES AT NATTER NIGHTS 
As a service to Club members Paul 
Daley J.P. and David Provan J.P., in 
their capacity as Honorary Justices 
of the Peace for the State of Victoria, 
are available at Natter Nights or by 
appointment to provide document 
witnessing and certification services.

CLUB MEETINGS 
Monthly meetings (Natter Nights) are 
held at 8:00pm on the 2nd Tuesday 
of the month (excl. January) in the 
Club Rooms:

Lynden Park Club Room, Wakefields 
Grove, Camberwell, off Through Rd.
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What Is It?
 

Here we have this month another two images from the 
marvelous Gilbert Ralph collection of glass negatives, 
taken in the Goldfield’s region of Western Australia. 
Because they are taken off glass negatives the clarity 
is excellent and will benefit you in being able to identify 
this vehicle. This one looks to be pretty easy, but we 
would also like to know the model type and year of 
production if possible, and any other interesting facts 

about this type of car. I recently presented a vehicle 
from the same collection in the March edition of Brass 
Notes and had no response whatever, so please write 
in with what you know. It is also never too late to 
write about the pictures we featured in March either. 
Someone in passing suggested Studebaker and 
another also in passing suggested Overland. I tend to 
agree with the latter. Please look back and help us out.
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What Is It?
 

The back page photograph is a lovely shot of a car, and 
dare I say it, could be the same marque as our front 
cover. To me it looks like an Itala, but I am sure the 
Italian car marque people will be able to provide further 
information on the year and model and hopefully other 
relevant details. I don’t have any details on the source 
of this photo or any details as to who the people are 
and where it was taken. I can confirm it was in our club 
data system, Vision 6. Please help us out on any further 
details by contacting the editor.

The second vehicle on our back cover also came from 
the same source, our club data system, Vision 6. We 
again have no details about the particular car, although 
my guess is it is an Overland. With the help of the 
experts on that marque, I am very hopeful someone will 
provide all the relevant details as to the model and year 
and other facts to give us all we need to know about 
the car. Where and who are in this photograph is again 
not known. We would be very grateful if details known 
about this vehicle could be forwarded to the Editor.


